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passed upon Eousseau. And In yiew of the fact that
they hunted up and reproduced libels which they knew
had been refuted, and dealt dishonestly with, and gave
false reports about, contemporary documents that they
had in their possession, and were well qualified to
estimate at their true value, it is impossible to suppose
that these defenders of the "great men of the eight-
eenth century/' in their estimation (viz. the Encyclopae-
dists), honestly believed in the justice of their cause.
At the same time, to appreciate their motives correctly,
we must recognize in these clever bibliographers and
collectors and makers of books, not the deliberate con-
tinuators of a plot, but the unscrupulous apologists and
champions of les pJiilosopJies, of Diderot and of Grimm
especially, whom their inherited intellectual and personal
sympathies taught them to regard as the philosophers
of the eighteenth century: who had suffered in public
esteem chiefly on account of their ill-treatment of
Kousseau, and of his charges against them, made in his
Confessions.

The fact that J. CL Brunet and his assistant-editor,
Parison, did not understand the scheme of the original
conspirators is the "best proof we could have that they
were, if not innocent, at any rate ignorant, patrons of
this carefully-planned enterprise; whose success never-
theless they helped to make exceed probably the hopes
formed by its authors. The Memoirs of Madame
d'Epinay, as Brunet gave them, certainly conquered a
stronger belief in their veracity than could have been
won by the Letters of Madame de Montbrillam,
had they been honestly reproduced from the manu-
script^ At the same time, certain sacrifices had to be
made to maintain the claims of the work to historical
exactitude.

Thus we discover when examining the manuscript
that the whole of the ninth volume of more than two
hundred pages, which represents the conclusion of the
novel, has been entirely suppressed by the editor of the
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